[Evidence-based laboratory tests for the diagnosis and evaluation of connective tissue diseases].
For the proper application of the laboratory tests, it is essential to select the best suitable ones based on the inquiry and the physical examination of the patients and to interpret the test results in accordance with the evidence-based manner. Here described is the way to make use of the clinical laboratoy tests, not only the immunological ones such as rheumatoid factor and anti-nuclear antibodies but the general screening tests such as complete blood cell counts, focusing mainly on the diagnoses of the connective tissue diseases.